Mid-South Synergy Uses DFA Technology to Avoid Outage and Reduce Wildfire Risk
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Mid-South Synergy Electric Cooperative (MSEC) avoided a significant outage and reduced other risks, including
potential wildfire ignition, by using Distribution Fault Anticipation (DFA) technology to discover a detached conductor
lying directly on a wooden crossarm. Conventional technologies did not alert MSEC to the problem.
MSEC is one of seven utility companies participating in the Texas Power Line-Caused Wildfire Mitigation project, a
field demonstration supported by the Texas legislature. As part of that effort, MSEC has instrumented ten circuits,
primarily long, rural circuits, with DFA technology. Each is fitted with a single, substation-installed DFA device, which
detects faults, failures, and other events along the circuit’s length and automatically reports them to a central master
station server computer for access by personnel.
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An outage at this location would have interrupted 138 members, all of whom
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Headquartered in Navasota, Texas, Mid-South Synergy serves 22,500 members and 30,000 meters in a service territory
covering parts of six counties in Central Texas. Mid-South has installed DFA technology on ten distribution circuits as part of its
participation in the Texas Power Line-Caused Wildfire Mitigation project.

